
December 2014  Newsletter   •   www.unitedswallowclub.com   •   Since 1969

Secretary/Treasurer: 
Elliot Yeske

21649 State Hwy 108
Pelican Rapids, MN 56572

ejy@loretel.net

Canada Dist. Director:
Bernd Licht,

54149 Range Road 205A
Fort Saskatchewan,

Alberta, Canada T8L 3Z2
780-998-4876 • 01/14

alterkeiler@mcsnet.ca

Club Officers for 2014 & 2015 (See more officers on page 6
Central Dist. Director:

Dave Averbeck
9432 Tiber Dr.

St. Louis, MO 63123
314-260-9326

averbeck1979@gmail.com

Western Dist. Director: 
Griebel, Bill Sr.

12032 Rio Hondo Pkwy.
El Monte, CA 91732

626-448-8565
griebel@att.net 

Eastern Dist. Director:
Jesse Espinosa
130 Lincoln St.

St. Augustine, FL 32084
904-377–0477

jesse.esp2009@gmail.com

 Vice President: 
Gary Romig

PO Box 152, 58 Sonoita Dr.
Patagonia, AZ 85624

520-394-2174
gromig@unitedswallowclub.com

President: 
Swanson, Mike
4800 Road 23

Ft. Lupton, CO 80621
303-857-0985

cathybighorn@yahoo.com

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE DECEMBER 2014 
Mike Swanson

Continued on the next page

Activities and shows are going fast! Hopefully, all of 
you have had a good breeding season and have shown 
in some shows!  The USC’s Annual Meet in conjunction 
with the NPA National in Ontario, California is fast 
approaching.  The entry deadline is JANUARY 5, 2015.  
The show is January 29-31, 2015.   As you know, Hans 
Schipper is the judge for the USC meet. Bill Griebel is 
the member in charge of the meet and has been working 
tirelessly putting everything together.  It sounds like there 
are numerous members attending along with numerous 
European breeders. If you can attend or show birds it 
promises to be a great time!  

Also, Bill Griebel has been working on the auction 
for the Annual Meet and has numerous birds and items 
donated.  If you have color pigeons or items to donate 
please contact Bill Griebel. The auction is the main 

money-maker for the United Swallow Club. The auction 
money is used at future shows to pay for bringing in U.S. 
and European judges and awards.  Also, the auction 
provides breeders access to quality birds.  If you know of 
people wanting quality Swallows let them know about the 
auction!  Even though they might be unable to attend the 
show, you or someone at the show could bid on the birds 
for them! I would be glad to do this and I know a lot of 
USC members that would also like to help and do this.  So 
I am encouraging all of you to please help in some way at 
the show and support the United Swallow Club!

At the annual show we will be conducting a USC Annual 
Meeting. The annual meeting will have numerous items 
on the agenda to discuss and make decisions about.  
Last year, at the Oklahoma National, the annual meeting 
resulted in a productive and lively discussion resulting in 

A Mike Swanson Silver Checker Silesian Swallow from last years Annual Meet in Oklahoma City Rated E
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positive outcomes that impacted the USC! The meeting 
resulted in many great ideas I acted on. To remind all of 
you, I have some short and long-range goals for the next 
year to work on.  

This past year, was a great year for the USC and together 
we accomplished a lot of great things due to the hard 
work of club members. Our members are “doers” and 
their hard work, energy and commitment sustain the club!  
Everyone I have asked to do something, willingly assumed 
the task, didn’t complain and did an excellent job, THANK 
YOU!! Our collective energy, focus and willingness to do 
whatever it takes, results in positive outcomes for the 
United Swallow Club!

Life is always complicated and things come up and you 
can’t always do all that you want to or intended to do.  
However that’s life. In the United Swallow Club I have 
seen so many times people step-up and “just do it”!   
These individuals never ask for anything. Their energy, 
commitment and sacrifice is appreciated and we benefit 
as a result!

If there is anything you want on the agenda for the USC 
Annual meeting please let me know and I will present it 
on your behalf if you are unable to attend the meeting 
or should you feel uncomfortable presenting the topic.  I 
already have numerous items on the agenda, including 
next year’s meets and officers.

Just a reminder to renew your dues and order bands 
for 2015.  Again as I previously stated, most of the money 
made for the USC is the auction at the meets.  The auction 
structure allows our dues to remain the same as they have 
previously been for quite some time.  I have approved the 
sale of USC bands at 50 cents per band, an increase from 
45 cents.  Dues and bands remain extremely reasonable 
thanks to the unending efforts of Gary Romig and Elliot 
Yeske. Their tireless efforts sustain the club and help it run 
smoothly.

I’m eager for what awaits all of us at the National in 
Ontario and the next year in breeding our birds!  Enjoy 
the holidays, your family and I wish all of you a prosperous, 
positive and productive New Year!

United Swallow Club Financial Report
June 2014 to December 2014

Beginning balalance: $2671.15 
Income from Bands and dues: 198.00 
Expenses:
Monthly checking service fees 15.00
Dave Averbeck NYBS ad 50.00 
Canadian deposit fee 5.00
Current checking balance $2799.15

Hello everyone, it is that time of the year again when we 
must ask you to check the membership list to see if your 
dues are expiring. Remember, the United Swallow Club 
dues are still only $10 per year. There are not many clubs 
out there for that cost. 

Also I should be getting the USC band order anytime 
now from the NPA. Once again we will have bands in the 
8mm for the clean leg birds and 11mm for the muffed 
birds. Bands are now 50 cents each and please include 
$3.00 for postage and the mailer that I use. Bands are sold 
on a first come, first served basis, So, get your order to me 
soon and be sure to let me know what size you want.

The Grand National in California should be a great show. 
I know I plan on attending. If you have never been to a 
National before this would be the one to go to. There will 
many Color Pigeons at this show. Some are from the top 
breeders in the US. And, Hans Shipper will once again be 
here to judge the birds. He always does a good job and 
is very good about explaining what he sees in the birds.

 Hope to see you all at the National and once again 
please check your membership dues.

AWARDS FOR COLORADO STATE 
PIGEON ASSOCIATION 

UNITED SWALLOW CLUB 
WESTERN DISTRICT MEET

Denver, CO  
Adams County Fairgrounds January 17,2015

NPA MASTER JUDGE: PHIL GONZALES
CONTACT:  MIKE SWANSON 303-857-0985

Champion Swallow $100.00 Mike Swanson
Champion Swallow by a Junior $20.00 Mike Swanson
Champion Fairy Swallow $25.00 Mike Swanson
Champion Silesian Swallow $25.00 Mike Swanson
Champion Fullhead Swallow $25.00 Mike Swanson
Champion Clean Leg Swallow $25.00 Mike Swanson
Best Most Difficult Color $20.00 Bill Griebel
Best Checkered Swallow Traveling Cup Mike Swanson 
  & John Navant

Ron Smith’s Best Blue Barless Clean Leg Swallow at last 
Years Annual Meet in OK City. Rated HS-96
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There has been quite a lot of time passed by since 
I’ve been in contact with the USC Annual Meet Judges. 
We are working on modifying/simplifying our criteria for 
accepting new judges. The original  system set up by 
Mike Swanson worked well but it was a bit cumbersome. 
I asked the judges to come up with some suggestions to 
streamline the process and I now have some suggestions 
to work with. I will be sending out a re-work of this process 
in early February after the National Show in Ontario, CA 
is over.

In the meantime we have several new perspective judges 
who have stepped forward to take on this process, but 
they need our help. We need to make shows available for 
our new prospects to judge so they can start their judging 
process in 2015 or at least work with the judge of meet 
they are attending. We want to make some of our existing 
Annual West Judges available as mentors for these new 
judges. We should be a phone call away or a short drive 
to answer any questions these new judges might have. So 
look over the list below and let’s help these new judges 
make progress with this program. If you are having one of 
these new judges attend and judge your show, make gas 
money available and a place for an overnight stay to help 
them in the process. Gloria Weisgram went through our 
original process, it was difficult, but she did it. 

If you should be on this list and your name is not there 
or your name is there and you don’t want to be on the list 
please let me know.

 Prospective Judges
Dave Averback
George de la Nuez
Chris Auer
Mike Cobb

Western District News
Bill Griebel Western District Director

The USC Western District Meet in conjunction with 
the Colorado State Pigeon Association is coming up on 
January 17, 2015. I will be sending a $20 bill for the bird 
that the judge deems worthy of the most progress in a 
difficult or under developed Color/breed. Hopefully the 
local breeders will support this show. Mike Swanson is the 
contact person.

There is great excitement about the upcoming 2014 USC 
Annual Meet in conjunction with the NPA at the Ontario 
Convention Center on January 29, 30 and 31, 2015.

It is anticipated that there will be 7,000 to 9,000 pigeons 
entered at this show. Swallow fanciers from all over the 
U.S. and from Europe are planning to be at this show. Bill 
Griebel is the member in charge for this show. 

The show schedule is as follows:
Thursday - all Color Pigeons need to be in their coops 

starting at noon (the NPA requires that birds be in their 
cages by 4:00 pm but we are asking all color pigeon 
exhibitors to coop theirs by noon Thursday!

Friday - 9 am sharp Swallow judging starts. After 5 pm 
we go to the Banquet. The annual USC meeting will be 
held at the show in a special room at noon. Lunch will be 
served for a small fee.

Saturday - Archangels, Frillbacks and Trumpeters will 
be judged and any judging not finished on Thursday 

and Friday. Please help us with 
our schedule as we expect a large 
entry.

In order to help pay for our judge’s 
travel expenses, we will hold a 
silent auction with the winners 
announced at noon Saturday. I am 
in charge of this auction so call me 
with your donations (especially you 
out-of-area members). Donations 
do not have to be birds, any pigeon 
item will be greatly appreciated. 

So far the Donors are:
 Jay Beals   .................... Thuringer wing pigeons (1 pair)
 Thuringer Monks (1 pair)
Dave Holloway ............ Wing Pigeons (1 pair)
Mike Cobb  .................. German Magazines
Leon Stephens  ........... Swallows (1 pair)
 Color Pigeons (1 pair)
Tony Brancato  ............ Suabians (1 pair)
 Starlings (1 pair)
Arnold Chaney ............ Swallows (1 pair)
 Color pigeons- Shields (1 pair)
Mike Swanson  ............ Hummel Swallow Book,     
 L. Frindel Swallow painting
Gary Romig  ................ Pigeon art
 Color Pigeon Standard Book
George de la Nuez   .... Swallows (1 pair)
Bill Griebel  .................. Swallows (1 pair)
 Color Pigeons (1 pair)

An entry blank can be found in this bulletin - looking 
forward to your support at this show – Entries close 
January 5th. This will be a good one! Hope to see you 
there. Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all.

Gloria Weisgram, judging at last year’s Annual Meet.
She is looking over some of the finalists.

The Judges Corner
Bill Griebel, Judging Program Chairman

Judge: Hans Schipper

Nate Wayne
Judine Nelson
John Navant
Phil Gonzales
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In January of  2016 there will be a World Swallow and 
Color Pigeon Championship held in conjunction with 
the Zwönitz show in Saxony, Germany. I am wondering if 
there is any of you Swallow and Color pigeon breeders 
out there that would be interested in showing at this 
show.

The cost to get them there is around $200 per bird. 
That includes vet fees here in the U.S., USDA fees, a 
dog carrier to ship the birds, shipping to Europe, vet 
fees in Europe, loft fees where the birds will be held, 
and show entry fees. We can ship up to 19 birds without 
additional fees. Any number over 19 we would be 
considered a business.

If you decide to do this, really good stock needs to 
be sent! The downside: there is always a possibility 
of losing the birds in transportation, in quarantine in 
Europe or while they are held in a loft prior to the show. 
I lost one bird when I shipped to Europe several years 
ago. After the show there are two ways to handle the 
birds. Either you can sell them at the show or give them 
to someone as a gift or they can be brought back to 
the U.S. through the importation process as I did with 
one bird when I showed in Zwönitz. Cost for their return 

World Champion Show 2016 in Zwönitz. 
Günter Kühnert donated the flag. 
Günter is in the middle of the photo. 
The other men are Reiner Wolf, Prof. 
Dr. Hans-Joachim Schille, Christoph 
Günzel (president of the German Pigeon 
and poultry association) and Gotthard 
Einhorn.

 

ZWÖNITZ / GERMANY 

 SAXON COLOR PIGEON, VOGTLAND WHITEHEAD TRUMPETER 
        ICE PIGEON & SAXON SWALLOWS & SAXON SHIELD 

     ZWÖNITZ / SPORTS HALL     
          JANUARY 9-10,   2016 

World Championship Show
Bill Griebel

Co-Publicity Director 
Frank Bailey

21506 E. Lost Lake Rd.
Snohomish, WA 98296

360-668-1371
frankbailey22@gmail.com 

Co-Publicity Director 
Ron Smith
9 N. 40 Rd.

Ponca, OK 74601
580-363-9809

ronsmith9809@yahoo.com

Election Commissioner:
Chris Auer, 2603 

Prairie Hollow Rd., Imperial, MO 
63052, 

auercg23@aol.com

More USC Officers for 2014-2015

to the U.S. is approximately $170 per 
bird.

Timeline: The birds need to be 
shipped anytime between March and 
May 2015. They need to acclimate to 
the German weather especially in the 
fall when it gets very cold. So, in 2015 
we need to ship!

Are you in? Call me at 626-290-0038 
or email me at: griebel@att.net
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Albrecht,Rich
527 Boone Rd.
McAlester, OK 74501
918-429-2215
rlalbrecht@me.com • 01/15

Ashton, James
399 Farnum Pike
Smithfield, RI 02917
James-ashton@live.com   • 08/15

Auer, Chris
2603 Prairie Hollow Rd.
Imperial, MO 63052
auercg23@aol.com    • 01/15

Averbeck, Dave
9432 Tiber Dr
St. Louis, MO 63123
314-260-9326
averbeck1979@gmail.com • 01/15

Bailey, Frank
21506 E. Lost Lake Rd.
Snohomish, WA 98296
360-668-1371
frankbailey22@gmail.com    •   01/16

Ball, Steve
6379 Jamieson Ave.
Encino, CA 91316 
s4nature@aol.com     •  01/16

Beals, Jay
274 Chickadee Circle
Highgrove, CA 92507
909-788-7606
jwbealsbeals@yahoo.com   •  01/16

Ben David, Gus
P.O. Box 1055
Oak Bluffs, MA 02557  • 01/15

Best, Horst
Birkenhof 65812 
Bad Soden/Neuenhain
Germany

Brown, Larry
7413 S 53rd St.
Omaha, NE 68157    •   01/16

Burkhardt, Klaus
Teichstr. 34
04626 Schmolln 
Germany

Cashman, JT
9669 Lane Street
Thorton, CO 80260  
Jtcashman2@aol.com
303-961-9614 • 01/15

Chaney, Arnold
30544 Terrace View Ln.
Valley Center, CA 92082
a2chaney@aol.com  •  01/15

Cobb, Mike
4023 Fairman St.
Lakewood, CA 90712   
blackwhitebar@verizon.net  • 01/16

Cranwell, Rob
318 Pacific Ave.
Ft. Lupton, CO 80621 • 01/15

Dauner, Georg
Hoherweg 6
87700 Memminggen-Eisenburg
Germany

DelaNuez, George
2525 San Gabriel Way #104
Corona, CA 92882
georgedlnuez@att.net • 01/16

Declement, Ronald
11179 Old Princess Anne Rd.
Princess Anne, MD 21853
410-651-0256 • 01/15

Dorman, Michael
2127 Indian Point Rd.
Oshkosh, WI 54901
mdorman@sbcglobal.net
920-235-8864 • 01/16

Dreitz, Steve
2102 West Street 
Pueblo, CO 81003   • 01/16

Espinosa, Jesse
130 Lincoln St.
St. Augustine, FL 32084
904-377-0477  
Jesse.2009@comcast.net • 01/15

Eriksen, Bert
1 Lookout Lane
Ocala, FL 34482
berteriksen@aol.com   •  01/15

Fonseca, Obar
P.O. Box 507
Patillas , Puerto Rico 00723
obarfonseca@hotmail.com  •  01/15

Fox, Howard
7289 Westfield Rd
Medina OH 44256
wd8enp@arrl.net • 01/15

Gonzales, Phil
5470 Newland St.
Arvada, CO 80002
720-484-5827
philgonzales2aol.com •  06/16

Griebel, Bill Sr.
12032 Rio Hondo Pkwy.
El Monte, CA 91732
626-448-8565
griebel@att.net  •  01/15

Goodwin, Brian
PO Box 5172
Hobbs, NM 88241
bgoodwin1478@gmail.com • 01/17

Harris, David C
2491 Stottlemeyer Rd. NE
Poulsbo, WA 98370    • 01/15

Hendricks, Kerry
225A NE 40 Rd.
Great Bend, KS 67530
khendricks@ruraltel.net  •  01/15

Hornung, Ted
820 Wisconsin St.
Oswego, KS 67356  •  01/15

Ron Hornby
2040  33st. S.E.
Calgary Alberta
T2B  0T9 Canada
rghornby@yahoo.com • 01/15

Neil Kentner
992 Tyrrell Road
Bancroft, MI 48414   • 10/15

Kocken, Ben
Noordparallelweg 32
NL-570
A X Helmond Netherlands
ben.kocken@planet.nl

Kohnemann, Julia
Albert Schweitzer Str 8
76316 Malsch 
Germany
jumbarbeito@online.de

Kozakiewicz, David
15402 W. Austin Rd.
Manchester, MI 48158
davek103@yahoo.com • 01/15

Kreher, Rudi
Pestalozzistr 4
64839 Munster Germany

Licht,Bernd
54149 Range Road 205A
Fort Saskatchewan,
Alberta, Canada T8L 3Z2
alterkeiler@mcsnet.ca 
780-998-4876 • 01/16

McCann, Jim
1933 188th St. NE
Arlington, WA 98223
jrmccann.sr@wavecable.com • 01/15

Mueller, Perry
9836 Coventry St.
St Louis, MO 63123
314-631-3772
perrynsusie@charter.net  •  01/15 

Susan Melrose
279 Corneil Road
Imlay City, MI 48444  • 10/15

McSparron, Johnna
954 Hwy 18 SE
Hunter, ND 58408
that_crazy_bird_chick@yahoo.com • 01/15

Monahan,Cailin
399Farnum Pike
Smithfield, RI 02917
Cmonahan4@msn.com • 08/15

Murphy, Bill
22 Lincoln Ave.
Toppenish, WA 98948
murphyslawft@charter.net
509-865-5423 • 01/15

Nattenmiller, Erwin
Schlössleweg 7
87789 Worringen 
Germany

Navant, John
1020 Terry St.
Golden, CO 80401
navant@hotmail.com •  01/15

Nell, Dustin and Jana 
501 W. Fox Hollow Dr.
Saratoga Springs, UT  84045.
801-694-9107 • 01/15

Neuhofer, Peter
Kleinlehenstrasse 24
A-5102 Anthering 
Austria
rosi.reichl@aon.at

Nelson, Jud
1505 Pebble Court
Grove, OK 74344
918-786-3885
judnjudy@sbcglobal.net  •  01/15

Opatril, Rebekkah
7421 WCR 51
Keenesburg, CO 80643 • 01/16

Page, Dustin
6393 Barberry Drive
Avon, IN 46123
redshedfws@yahoo.com  • 01/15

Reuter, Andreas
Methewitz 5 
04539 Groitzsch Germany 
saxonpigeon@aol.com

Ripper, Stephen
1195 W. Sawmill Rd.
Quakertown, PA 18951
srips@verizon.net
215-804-7796 • 01/15

Roelofs, Wout
Baron d’Osystr. 22
NL-6602
Bl Wijchen 
Netherlands

Romig, Gary
PO Box 152
Patagonia, AZ 85624
520-394-2174
gromig@theriver.com  •  01/16

Ryan, Bobby
43 Egbert Place
Staten Island, NY 10305
toyboxloft@aol.com  • 01/16

Schipper, Hans
Nijverdalsestr 106A
Nl-7642
LG Weirden
Netherlands
hans_schipper@hetnet.nl

Scott, Harold
938 Center Street
North Mankato, MN 56003
hscottcamp@yahoo.com • 01/15

Skistimas, Kaylee
8727 S. Stillhouse Rd.
Oak Grove, MO 64075
(Junior Member)
kns1995@hotmail.com   •  01/15

Slagle, Mitch
PO Box 239
Benton City, WA 99320
racingislife12324@yahoo.com • 09/15

Smart, Buddy
17251 Westminster Hwy.
Richmond  B.C.
V6V1A9    Canada  • 01/15

Smith, Ron
9 N. 40 Rd.
Ponca, OK 74601
580-363-9809 
ronsmith9809@yahoo.com • 01/16

Starr, Merle
8900 Lemar Rd.
Greencastle, PA 17225
pigeon8900@comcast.net  •  01/15

Starr, Tim
8804 Ft.Loudon Rd.
Mercerburg, PA 17236
717-328-9751
timstarr@comcast.net  •  01/15

Stephens, Bryan
11329 Bentley ST.
Riverside. CA 92505
909-213-4712   •  01/15

Stephens, Leon
1022 2nd St
Norco, CA 92860
626-443-8314
taubenls@yahoo.com   •  01/16  

Swanson, Mike
4800 Road 23
Ft. Lupton, CO 80621
cathybighorn@yahoo.com
303-857-0985  •  01/15

Van der Post, Paul
Van Bergen IJzendoornpark 29A
2801 AB Gouda 
Netherlands

Van der Post, C.N.M.
Methen   6a
6904 GN Zevenarr 
Netherlands

Walsh, Frank
5386 Fir Ave.
Erie, CO 80516
303-828-2490   •  01/15

Wayne, Nathan
205 Rhode Island S.
Minneapolis, MN 55426
763-545-7313
nwayne@dsb-cpa.com   •  01/15

Weisgram, Gloria
508 S 5th St.
Moorhead, MN 56560
gweisgram@gmail.com   •  01/15

Wolf, Reiner
Annaberger Str. 38
09488 Schonfeld 
Germany
zfreinerwolf@aol.com

Wolfram, Dirk
Bachgasse 3
07907 Schleiz-Oschitz 
Germany

Yeske, Elliot
21649 State Hwy 108
Pelican Rapids, MN 56572
ejy@loretel.net  •  01/15

Zahn, Werner
Wihelm Strasse 18
63179 Oberthausen 
Germany
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